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and his wants were at an end together; and who can de-
termine, whether he was cut off from advantages, or res-
cued from calamities 1 He appears to have been not much
qualified for the improvement of Lis fortune. His disposi-
tion was kind and social; he delighted in the pleasures of
conversation, and was probably not much inclined to busi-
ness. This may be suspected from the paucity of his writ-
ings. He has left little behind him; and of that little,
nothing was published by himself but the Toxophilus, and
the account of Germany. The Schoolmaster was printed
by his widow; and the epistles were collected by Graunt,
who dedicated them to queen Elizabeth, that he might
have an opportunity of recommending his son, Giles As-
cham, to her patronage. The dedication was not lost: the
young man was made, by the queen's mandate, fellow of a
college in Cambridge; where he obtained "considerable re-
putation. What was the effect of his widow's dedication
to Cecil, is not known: it may be hoped that Ascham's
works obtained for his family, after his decease, that sup-
port which he did not, in his life, very plenteously procure
them.

Whether he was poor by his own fault, or the fault of
others, cannot now be decided; but it is certain that many
have been rich with less merit. His philological learning
would have gained him honour in any country; and, among
us, it may justly call for that reverence which all nations
owe to those who first rouse them from ignorance, and
kindle among them the light of literature. Of his manners,
nothing can be said but from his own testimony, and that
of his contemporaries. Those who mention hini allow him
many virtues. His courtesy, benevolence, and liberality,
are celebrated; and of his piety, we have not only the tes-
timony of his friends, but the evidence of his writings.

That his English works have been so long neglected, is
a proof of the uncertainty of literary fame. He was scarcely
known, as an author, in his own language, till Mr. Upton
published his Schoolmaster, with learned notes. His other